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JPA TO EMPLOY FARM LABOR 


According to an announcement made at Yashington, De C. by WPA Adminis= 
trator Harry L. Hopkins, 200,000 unemployed farm workers in the southern 
states will be employed on WPA projects. The quotas for individual 
states have not yet been announced. Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Missouri 
will each be given several thousand more WPA jobs, Ail members of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union who are unemployed are olligible for cere 
tification for these WPA projects. Sharecroppers and tenants who have 
crops this year aro not eligible and will not be given worke 


This addition of 200,000 agricultural workers to be employed by WPA is 
the first instance of government attention to the rural unemployed, as 
such, under tho relief program, The two hundred thousand in the south 
who will get these jobs should know that the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union is largely responsible for this increase in the ‘PA rolls. 


It is reported that the rural housing progran as outlined by He Le 
Mitchell at the conference of the Nntional Emergency Council in Wash- 
ington on July Sth is also being givon consideration by government 
authorities. 


ARKANSAS ECBNOMIS CONFSRENCE ENDORSES STFU PROGRAM 
A conference of Liberal and labor zroups met in Little Rock on July 
23rd, with representatives of the S.T.F.U. present. A legislative 
program was adopted and an organization set up to further this pro- 
gram. D. A. Griffin, State Organizer for the S.T.F.U,, was elected 
The program adopted condemned the use 
of millions of dollars for building battleships, and urged the U.S. 
government to enter into a program of rural housing for the unen~ 
ployed sharecroppers and tenants. Repeal of the Poll Tax was set 
as the major objective of the conference. 


Tho travelling seminar of the Religion and Labor Foundation, under 
the leadership of Dr. Villard Uphaus, was present to hear disc us- 

sion of Arkansas' economic problems. Spoakers imcluded E. I. Me- 

Kinley, Arkansas Labor Comissioner, Roy BE. Prewitt, secretary of 

the Comittee to Repeal tno Poll Tox, Dr. M. F. Dickinson, Presi- 

dent of the Arkansas Farmers Union, and a number of others. 


COTTON PREACHIRS HOLD CONFERENCE 


A conforenee which will be attended by a number of 3.T.F.U. minis- 
ters, both Negro and white, is beins held at Little Rock during the 
weekend of July 28th to 3lst. Purnell Benson, Education Field Di- 
rector of the $.T.F.U., and D. A. Griffin, Arkansas S’tate Organizer, 
are scheduled to address the gathcring. Accordin; to announcements 
the ministers will study the role of the Church in adwancing tho 
cause of social justicc. The conference is being spong@ored by C. C, 
Williams, a menber of the 3-T.F.U. Bxccutive Council. 


OKLAHOMA STFU NES 


Odis L. Sweeden, State Organizer for Oklahoma, reports that a meet~- 
ing was held recently in Bristow, Okla., with approxinately 700 
members present. Swecden further roports that the S.T.F.U+ was 
again recognized as the agency for collective bargaining for ru- 
ral PA workers, He roports progress in re-organizing southeastern 
Oklohona, and says plans are being n-de to organize the Red River 
Valley region in Texas, 


LETTER TO STFU 
FROM YMCA AND YICA SUEMER SEMINAR 


Dear Union Members, 


The group of students who have been visiting the Southern Tenant Far- 
mers Union during the month of July wish to express thoir appreciation 
of the hospitality they have reccived, 


We spent our first week in Yoodruff Countys The colored students stay- 
ed in Cotton Plant and Mr. Griffin took charze of the white students 

who all st-yed in Morton with union members. Everyone treated us roy- 
ally. The boys went hunting and tho girls went blackberrying, and every 
night we attended a union mecting or one of Mr. Benson's classese 


It was hard to leave our good fricnds thore, but we had to push on to 
the Delta Cooperative Farm. “le had lunch with the students of the Work 
Canp down there, and spent a day looking at the new farm in Providence, 
Miss. ‘Je wore very much interested to sec cooperation working thorcee 


Our next visit was to Mississippi County, where Mr. Moore was our hoste 
He took us up to see the Resettlement project at Laforge, Moe, where we 
colled on Mrs. 0. H. Whitfield. Unf: rtunately Mr. “hitfield was away 
preaching. The high spot of our stay in Blytheville was a meeting gi- 
ven by the union local in honor of Rosetta Sardner and Lewis “atts, our 
two colored students. 


We stopped at Marked Tree to see Mr. T. C. Carpenter, the lawyer, and 
talk to hin nbeut civil libertiés in Arkansas. Then we went on to For=- 
rest City to sco the work in St. Francis County. Mr. Hynds kindly drove 
us around the country and took us to union meetings at night, and we en= 
joyed our visit 2 great deal. 


All of us are going to take back to sthur parts of the country where 
we live the story of the Southern fenont Faraers Union. ‘We are very 
much impressed with the work that 411 of you are doing, and we wish 

you increased success in your fight to organize and get land for the 
landless. “Je are sorry we were not able to visit more places, but we 
thank you again from our hearts for the things you have done for uS, 
and wo hope another group can have the sane experience next sunmere 


Sincerely yours, 


The NICC StudentsSe 


HBALTH SURVSY IN “OODRUFF COUNTY 


The students who were visiting the 3.T.F.U. during July were able to 
make a small survey of health conditions in Yoodruff County, Ark, 
The union is planning to use their results in connection with the 
Governor's Commission on Tenancy. 


Only 120 families were covered, which zwant 483 people. Of forty+ 
three deaths which occurred in these farilies during the last three 
years only thirteen had a doctor during the last illness, Only 
clevoen mothers out of thrrty-nine who had children during the sane 
period had a doctor's care at childbirth. Only 39% of the houses 
had adequate serecns; 75% had leaking roofs. Sone fanilics repore 
ted that they could not afford to have a needed operation, and some 
soid that they ould not even afford to buy jars so that they could 
can fruits and vezetables for the winter sonths. 


The progran of thc Southern Tenant Farsaers Union is to i:prove 
conditions like these, so that overy family can have a decent hone 
and a doctor's care when they necd it. 


MITCHELL TO INSPECT SOVSORNMENT PROJECTS 


H, L. Mitchell, Secretary of the 3.T.F.U., has recently received an 
appointment as a special consultant for the National Youth Adninistrae 
tion, and during the month of August will visit and inspect NYA pro- 
jects in the couthenstern states. He will return at the beginning 

of September to resume his duties as secretary of the $.T.F.U. 


ORGANIZE TO REPEAL POLL TAX 


The voters of Arkansas will have an opportunity in November to 

vote on whether the Poll Tax will continue to be a requirement 

for voting. A constitutional amendment will be on the ballot in 

the November election, and every union member who has & Poll Tax 
receipt should vote for this measure. He should urge his friends 

to do likewise. A Committee composed of prominent Arkansas citizens 
has beon formed to work for repeal of the Poll Tax. However workers 
and farmers throughout the state should realize that this is their 
fight. They are the men who stand to gain by the abolition of the 
Poll Tax. Let the Southern Tenant Formers’ Union takethe load in 
this struggle in Arkansas and ORGANIZE TO REPEAL THE POLL TAX. 


UNION ORGANIZER ATTENDS PEACE INSTITUTE 


UNION ORGANIZER ATIENY SS 


Brother Fe Re Botton of Woodruff County recently attended an Anti- 
War Institute held at the North Central College, Naperville, Illinois. 
h free scholarship to this Institute was made available to the Union 
through Purnell Benson, Educational Director of the S.TeF.U- This 
scholarship was awarded to Brother Betton on the basis of his fine 
record of work in the Union. He attended the Institute for one week 
and reported that everyone he met there was very interested in the 
york of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union. Before returning to his 
work as organizer of the Union he spoke to large groups in Chicago 
and Detroit, telling them about the problems faced by southorn agri- 
cultural workers and the work being done by the Southern Tenant Far- 
mors' Union to solve these probloms. Brother Betton is now doing 
organizing work in Jefferson County, Arkansas. 


PURNELL. BENSON _IN CHICAGO 


Purnell Benson, Educational Director of the SeT»sF.U. who has spent 
the last two months conducting workers education classes in Woodruff 
County left this week for Chicago. He will return to the Uhion vory 
soon and continue his fine educational services. 


ORGANIZER'S SON SERIOUSLY ILL 


All union members who know D. A. Griffin, State Organizer for Ark- 
ansas, (and there are fow who do not) will be grieved to hear of the 
jllnoss of his son, De Ce Griffin. Brother Griffin's other son, 
Cecil, who has been attending the Southern Summor School for Workers’ 
in Asheville, North Carolina, has been called home to be with his 
family at this timc. Few men have given such untiring and selfless 
‘a@evotion to a cause as Griffin has to the Southern Tenant Farmers’ 
Union, and we want him to know that his union brothers everywhere are 
sharing his present anxiety and hoping with him that De Ce. will soon 
recovere 


MASS MEETING TO BE HELD 
BROTHER LEO MAXYELL AND BROTHER C. J. SPRADLING WISH TO ANNOUNCE 
THAT THE EARLE LOCAL WILL HOLD A MASS MEETING AT THE RIVER BRIDGE 
NEAR MADISON ARKANSAS ON THE ROAD TO FORREST CITY ON AUGUST 21st. 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NATIONAL OFFICE AS WELL AS LOCAL OFFICERS 
AND MEMBERS WILL SPEAK. ALL UNION MEMBERS ARE URGED TO ATTEND AND 
HELP MAK® THIS A MEMORIAL MEETING FOR CRITTENDEN COUNTY. 


WPA TO HIRE FARM LABOR 


HOPKINS OUTLINES PRESIDENT'S PLAN FOR SOUTH 


Harry L. Hopkins, WPA administrator, speaking in Memphis on August 4th 
announced that sharecroppers, tenants and other unemployed farm workers 
would be given jobs on WPA as a means of increasing their cash income dur=- 
ing off season periods of farming. The program as announced here pro- 
vides for the immediate hiring of 200,000 heads of families, and, accord= 
ing to Hopkins, in less than two weeks thousands of farm families will 
receive their first checks, 


Hopkins stated that rules for certification of farm workers would have to 
be changed”. to speed up the process of putting cash into the hands of those 
who are in need, and in order to take away tho stigma of "relief" from this 
work, The WPA will employ tenants and sharecroppers during the time when 
thero is no employment on the farm from two to four months each years 

The projects will close down during the cotton picking Season and will be 
resumed when the crops are laid by. The plan is to increase each families’ 
income by $100 to $200 per years. 


Tho program is in line with the policy laid down by President Roosevelt when 
ho called the South tha Nation's No. I Economic Problem, Roosevelt's four 
point attack on this problem, as outlined by Hopkins is as follows = 


1, Aid the low income farmer by providing WPA work for him 
during off scason months} 

2, Give the South the same educational opportunities now 
enjoyed in other sections of the nation} 

3, Attract new industries to the South thru cheap power, made 
possible by TVA } 

4. Equalize health opportunities: 


It must not be forgotten that it is due to the organized strength of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers' Union and the unceasing efforts of its officers 
who have kept the problem of its members constantly before the eyes of the 
public and the Washington officials that this increase has been granted. 

We know that Washington wishes this program in behalf of the farm workers 
carricd out. We know also that there may be attempts on the part of local 
officials to keep this frembeing done. In order to prevent discrimination 
against farm workers, the Southern Tenant Farmers' Union must oxtend its 
organization to cover tho midsouth. If these gains are to be held and the 
promised jobs secured the S.T.F.U. must build its organization nowl Indivi- 
duals can only secure their rights and mke their wonts known when they be~ 
come members of an organization such as the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Unions 


Our program calls for the orgenization of all rural unemployed into our 
Union. Already in some cases the Southern Tenant Farmers‘ Union has been 
selected by the WPA as the agency for collective bargaining of rurel unem- 
ployed workers, 


ORGANIZE NOW FOR JOBS AND A DECENT WAGE IN THE SOUTH...BUILD THE SOUT 
TENANT FARMERS’ UNION. EVERY MEMBER GET A MEMBER} 


